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November 22, 2013 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The purpose of this letter is to express my strong recommendation for Tom Heck as a teacher of “STEM” 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) to students in middle school, high school, or in informal learning 
settings such as museums and after school programs. 
 
I met Tom though Penn State’s work with “DIY STEM,” a project designed to engage middle and high school 
learners in hands-on projects, the acquisition of STEM content knowledge, and the creation of their own science 
experiments and engineering projects.  DIY STEM is in its infancy, and Tom has emerged as both a key thinker 
influencing our direction, and a great model of what we think STEM teaching should be.   
 
When we first met Tom, we had created a DIY STEM website and were looking for pioneers to implement the 
activities with school-aged learners.  We had worked with one set of students in a school setting and another 
group in a community center supporting recent immigrants.  Tom volunteered first to use the materials with a 
small group he was leading outside of school, and then to use the activities with students in a charter school 
setting. 
 
I found Tom to be such a thoughtful, dedicated, creative educator with great instincts for teaching that we 
began to work closely.  Tom recommended new ways to introduce STEM concepts in active, hands-on ways 
that create interest by creating wonder (“how is that possible?”) or by presenting design challenges for 
students to solve. 
 
We have worked together for several months now, and I find Tom’s desire to “hit a home run” with every class 
and his constant quest to find a more effective way to approach each task to be inspiring.  Few teachers 
maintain the zeal with which Tom approaches teaching, or the willingness to invest hours and hours of his 
discretionary time to create new learning experiences.  Tom is a “maker” -- a person who likes to figure out 
how things work and how to make them work better, a person who has creative ideas and pursues them, and 
valued member of a community of people dedicated to helping develop inquisitive minds and providing support 
to people as they create and grow.  And, Tom is a kind, caring human being – a fine model, not just for kids, 
but for us all.   
 
Tom will be successful as a STEM educator because he has he knowledge, skills, attributes, and inclinations 
that lead to success, and because he is passionate about his work.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can 
be of any further assistance.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kyle Peck 
Professor of Education, Research Fellow, and 
  Co-Director, Center for Online Innovation in Learning 
College of Education 
The Pennsylvania State University 
310E Keller Building  
University Park, PA 16802-3206 
814-863-7380 


